DAUGHTERS   OF   QUEEN   VICTORIA.

his mother. But the Queen did not come to Berlin,
and next year (1886) Prince Alexander was kidnapped
in Sofia by Russian officers and forced to abdicate.
He went back to his home at Darmstadt, and there
for the present the question of his marriage stayed,
to be raised again two years afterwards in tragic
circumstances.

The Emperor William was in his ninetieth year :
his son was a very healthy man in the middle fifties.
It looked as if his succession could not be far off, and
he might reasonably expect a reign of fifteen or
twenty years, during which Germany would be freed
from the oppression of Bismarck and led, like the
enslaved Israelites, into the Promised Land, surveyed
as from Pisgah, by the Prince Consort. Before
William succeeded, it might be hoped that he would
learn discretion and wisdom, and at any rate he would
for this period be powerless. At present, in Imperial
affairs his parents counted for nothing : it was as if
William, bitterly opposed to them, and backed up by
Bismarck and his grandfather, stood next the throne.

In the winter of 1886-1887 the Grown Prince suf-
fered from a very obstinate sore throat and loss of
voice. Various remedies were tried without success,
and there appeared on one of his vocal cords a growth
which the German doctors feared was malignant.
They advised an operation for its removal, but wished
first to call in some foreign specialist for consultation,
and unanimously decided on Dr. Morell Mackenzie,
who at once went out from London to Berlin. He
insisted that Professor Virchow, the most eminent
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